
BOROUGH of  KENNETT SQUARE
BOARD and COMMISSION CANDIDACY FORM
YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION:

Name: Laura Florence

Address: 234 Center Street R, Kennett Square, PA 19348

Telephone: 484-868-3715

Email: lauraflorence@gmail.com

BOARD or COMMISSION YOU WISH to JOIN:  Shade Tree Commission

YOUR CIVIC INVOLVEMENT and LEADERSHIP: What organizations are you involved in? What communities are you
connected to in the Borough? Whom do you feel you will be representing in your role on this board or commission?

I have created and facilitated several civic/community initiatives over the past several years.

I am currently working on a community project called Meadowitos. The goal of  this project is to establish pollinator
pathways throughout our town to strengthen the biodiversity and ecological health of  our environment. It also is
focused on inviting community into the process and to educate the public on the importance of  sustaining vital
habitat for our ecosystem.This project has been in collaboration with Kennett Collaborative and Square Roots
Collective. However its true strength has been through community participation with input of  the great wealth of
gardening knowledge and whole family engagement.

Last year I joined a new project in permaculture farming—Emergent Abundance Farming Collective (EAFC). This
group has been allowed the use of  an acre+ of  preserved land in Kennett Township to produce organic produce. All
products from the farm are donated to area organizations with need—primarily the Kennett Food Bank. This
project aspires to re-establish a thriving ecosystem to the land as well as provide a place for people of  all levels of
income, experience, social background and abilities to come participate and find purpose. I serve on the Advisory
Council of  EAFC and am part of  the designing and development of  mission for the collective.

This will be my second year of  keeping a plot at the Anson B. Nixon Park’s Community Garden. I continue this
involvement because I enjoy growing things and I enjoy the project of  community work. The exchange with the
different people who are tending their little gardens is a great part of  why I garden there. I also want to support the
project and see it succeed.

Through my position in the Kennett Library, I coordinated and implemented the of  creating and installing of  20+
little libraries called PULL (Pop Up Lending Libraries) throughout Kennett and beyond. This was done in
partnership with a non-profit, Arts Holding Hands and Hearts (AHHAH), which focuses on supporting children
and family literacy. This project engaged area artists, volunteer craftspersons and school and retirement groups to
construct, decorate and install the boxes. They are now a well established component of  our community making free
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books available to all.

I created and facilitated a creative writing group called Working Title. We met monthly to share resources and discuss
work in progress. This group disbanded during the pandemic, but several spin-off  collaborations and projects were
born from the connections made.

I serve as Judge of  Elections in my local precinct and feel it is an important duty to run a friendly, safe and efficient
poll for voters in my community.

I have served at various times on the Kennett Square Arts and Culture Committee. This initiative has been
intermittent but I have made strong connections with area leaders and artists who wish to strengthen our arts
community—a strong interest of  mine as well.

YOUR PROFESSION and/or PLACE(S) of  EMPLOYMENT:

I work full-time at the Kennett Library. Currently I serve as Collection Development Coordinator and will be
transitioning into a new position later this year as Programming and Community Outreach Coordinator. In addition
to my official duties of  managing the books and materials available for patron use, I often initiate various projects to
engage the public in ideas around community building.

Prior to my work at the Kennett Library I ran my own full-time farrier practice for over 20 years—7 of  which I
served as Resident Farrier at New Bolton Center/UPENN).

RELEVANT EDUCATION: List schools, diplomas, degrees, certifications and training that will help you to serve on this commission.

I have a BFA in Fine Arts:Painting/Drawing. While not directly relevant, I feel my background in the arts gives me a
unique way of  looking at issues. I am a creative idea-maker and problem-solver and by nature I am constantly seeking
more information and education around areas of  interest—which are many. The environmental health and social
connections to our environment are of  great interest to me.

OVER, PLEASE→

NUMBER of  HOURS you are able to commit to this position each month: 4 -10, and more is/as needed

NUMBER of  YEARS you’ve lived in the Borough:6 years

PERSONAL STATEMENT: Why do you want to serve in this position? What do you hope to accomplish as part of  this board or
commission? Why are you the best candidate for the position?

I believe Kennett Square is a community that cares deeply about its surroundings—its social and environmental
integrity. I find my interests are constantly circling back to this interface. I feel strongly about how Kennett Square
moves forward in its development and that it keeps as priority the interests of  the residents as well as the wellbeing
of  our natural environment. They are inextricably linked. While those two things can at times be seemingly at odds, I



am committed to finding positive solutions to resolve issues. I think through community engagement, education of
mission and careful listening we can respectfully serve our town and advocate for its natural infrastructure and the
residents who live within it.

I think that my position at the Kennett Library gives me a unique advantage in that I interact on a daily basis with a
wide variety of  people and it enables me to share important information and resources about our community in a
trusted setting. I think that if  I were to serve on the Shade Tree Commission it would lend for a natural collaboration
between the Commission, the Library and by extension the local community.

My personal projects, such as establishing pollinator pathways and helping create sustainable agriculture in our area
speak to my own willingness to take action to build alliances and find avenues for creative problem solving as well as
to my desire to work toward the betterment of  Kennett Square, its residents and its natural habitats. I would like to
extend that enthusiasm to helping in the work of  the Kennett Square Borough’s Shade Tree Commission.

ARE YOU ATTACHING a RESUME or OTHER ADDITIONAL INFORMATION?

Yes□ No□

SUBMIT FORM to the Borough Secretary, Rachel J. Berkowitz:
You may bring or mail your completed form to Borough Hall, 120 Marshall Street, Kennett Square, PA 19348.
You may also email the form to rberkowitz@kennettsq.org



Please email Ms. Berkowitz or call Borough Hall at 610.444.6020, ext. 108, if  you have any questions or need
additional  information.

THANK YOU for YOUR WILLINGNESS to SERVE!
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